
Individual and Family Worship Helps for March 29, 2020 
Redeemer Presbyterian Church PCA  Dickson, Tennessee 

 
Gather on the Lord’s Day 

Prayer for the Lord’s Blessing and Assistance 

Hymn 457 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Testament Lesson 1Samuel 16:1, 6-13 

 
 

https://rpcdickson.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/worshipservice-25majestichymnslower-06-comethoufountofevery.mp3
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A Season of Prayer 
Confession 
Adoration 
Praise and Thanksgiving 
Supplications for Ourselves and Others – Even from our homes we may touch the world through prayer.   
 
If you wish, include the Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

  

New Testament (Epistle) Lesson Ephesians 5:8-14 

 
The Offering and Prayer of Consecration 

 Here is an example prayer of consecration: 

We bring you these gifts, O God, from what we have first received from you. Use them, 
we pray, to enable the ministries of our church to flourish as we together serve our 
neighbors, both near and far away, by showing love and doing mercy. Amen. 

 
New Testament (Gospel) Lesson John 9:1-11 
 
Meditation on the Word – The Works of God in Suffering  

This is the story of a man who was blind from birth . . .  Jesus noticed him (John 9:1) and 
the disciples wondered why he was in such a condition (John 9:2).  There are many things we 
see or hear about in this world, many instances of suffering that cause us to question, “Why?”  
I've never enjoyed visiting in the pediatric intensive care or walking through the sunny 
treatment rooms where people seated in recliners are receiving their chemotherapy.  Making 
sense of instances of profound suffering is one of the great challenges of faith.  So before we go 
any deeper into the story of this miracle, we need to think about the problem of suffering and 
what God has revealed about it in His word. 
 
The disciples asked a good question when they asked, “Why?” 
 When God first made the world, He looked upon it again and again and declared it 
“good” and, when it was finished, He said it was “very good.”1  But we learn that the goodness 
of this creation was a changeable goodness—one capable of being corrupted and destroyed—
but it was a real goodness nonetheless.  No one would have been born blind, got cancer, or 
been exposed to suffering and death in the uncorrupted harmony of that world.  Evil had no 
place in the world as it was created. 
 

 
1Genesis 1:31 
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 The world is not as God created it because of the sin of human beings.  We are born into 
the state of sin into which Adam fell—not the original righteousness in which he was created.  
This makes a tremendous difference.  We do not live like Adam did before the fall but in the 
disruption of the creation sin has caused.  The Bible teaches us that sickness and death entered 
the world through sin and affect the life of every person.  The disciples have correctly 
understood the “cause and effect” reality of suffering—it is caused by sin.  And God did not 
create sin.  His creatures introduced sin into human life and broke the world in the process. 

 
Even though the disciples asked a good question, they reached the wrong conclusion.  
 Suffering is not without meaning and the disciples were correct to ask about the cause 
of it.  Be thankful if you are troubled by evil and suffering.  It is better to be troubled by 
suffering instead of looking at it as meaningless and or viewing with cool indifference.  Pity the 
person who can look upon suffering with no feelings of sympathy and compassion. 
 The disciples did not accuse God of not caring about human suffering.  They looked for 
God somehow to be just and good even in the face of suffering.  This is important.  If we 
imagine that God enjoys the suffering of His creatures then we know absolutely nothing of God.  
If we believe God doesn't care about the suffering of His creatures, then our understanding has 
fallen far short of what He has revealed of Himself.  The disciples are not guilty of that.  If we 
believe God desires to prevent or alleviate the suffering of His creatures but cannot due to some 
weakness or inability in Him, then we have strayed so far from the truth as to have completely 
lost our way.  The disciples did not do this.  They had witnessed many healing miracles before 
asking this question.  This is one reason the healing miracles of our Lord are so important.  The 
miracles of Jesus are concrete instances of God's compassion and His power.  By His miracles, 
our Lord defeated suffering, treating it as an enemy.  By His miracles, He showed that God 
moves in mercy and with perfect wisdom.  He has a reason for everything He does.   

 
Our Lord helped the disciples correct the flaw in their reasoning.   
 They are reasoning about suffering as moralists do—somebody is paying for something 
here, some sin.  The disciples have many things right, but they are wrong on at least one 
important point.  They were looking for a simple answer—that “what goes around comes 
around” and people get in this life what they deserve.  “Do good and God will reward you in this 
life.  Do evil, and God will punish you in this life—or maybe even your children.”  But when 
asked whose sin is being punished in this man—his or his parents'—Jesus declares simply, 
“Neither.”  Christ's relationship to evil is deeper than they have understood to this point.  He has 
to open their eyes to “the works of God” revealed in suffering. 
 It is important for us to understand that our suffering cannot pay for our sins.  Only one 
truly innocent Person can do that and He has done so.   It is impossible that God would ever 
seek to extract from you who trust in Christ payment for sins that have already been laid upon 
Jesus Christ.  He is our Father and not our Judge when He disciplines us His children.  If He 
brings pain into our lives because of some sin it is corrective in nature and not punitive and 
judicial.  Our suffering cannot pay for sin.   

Our suffering cannot pay for our sins but it does provide a realm in which we may see 
the works of God that are so much greater than the experiences and values of this world. God 
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manifests something in the weakness of suffering that clearly comes from grace and not from 
what is natural and earthly.  Let me put it this way: where suffering exists, God works to deny 
evil ultimate and final significance in the lives of His people.  The things they suffer do not 
define them.  God does this by overruling evil and suffering for His glory and our good.  In other 
words, because of “the works of God” in suffering God's purpose rather than Satan's is 
accomplished in the lives of His people.  By tempting our first parents into sin Satan intended 
our total destruction and to deny God glory but cannot accomplish either one.  In fact, the 
means Satan has chosen wind up revealing the works of God rather than destroying them.  
Think of Job as a key example of this in Scripture.  This reality—of the works of God being 
accomplished in spite of evil and suffering—is taught at the very beginning of human history in 
Genesis 3:15.   This prophecy made it clear that our Redeemer—through His suffering—
conquers evil and delivers His people from sin and death.  Satan sought to destroy our Lord in 
His incarnation and wound up destroying himself.  And though His people suffer in this world 
due to the devastating effects of sin, the works of God are manifest in them, grace triumphs, 
and God is glorified.   
 
Some closing thoughts: 

• The Bible emphasizes that there is present grace and future glory for the people of God.  
This miracle was but a sign and a foretaste of something greater.  That there is a future 
in eternity is of great comfort to believers.  (See 2Corinthians 4:16-18).  Paul doesn’t say 
Christians will never suffer in this life.  He says that we need not lose heart.  Part of 
maintaining our balance is to count on present grace and meditate upon future glory. 

• By definition, the “Light of the world” is not the product of this dark world but enters it.  
We cannot make our own answers to the profound questions of life.  Instead, we must 
look to Christ.  The search for pat answers is one way we get off course and lose our way 
in thinking about suffering.  In our blindness we try to manage the darkness to come up 
with an answer and it simply cannot satisfy.   But looking to Christ we see the truth of 
God’s love for us in this One who defeats evil and suffering by experiencing them 
Himself.   

• Christ entered the human condition in miracles such as this one.  This is important for us 
to see because it is something of a down-payment on the time when He will enter it 
decisively and finally when Christ comes again to consummate human history.  The Bible 
teaches that God hates evil and suffering, is opposed to them, and will one day renew 
the creation and rid it of them.  They are necessary now—but will have no place in our 
future.  This is an important part of the gospel.  Believe it. 

• We could not do for this suffering man what Christ did and that is still the case.  Christ is 
the great Comforter of His people.  We can still help those who suffer by acknowledging 
it, by showing up to help in ways we can help, by serving those who suffer with 
compassion worthy of Christ and with the expectation that the works of God will be 
done—not by you and me but by God.  We can remind one another of His promises and 
that this rescue operation is not over yet.  We bow in the face of mystery and worship 
Him together.  Scripture and the miracles of our Lord have liturgical function and 
significance.  They give content to our praise and prayer.  Suffering will be part of our 
lives and this man's story will be part of Christian worship until the end of time.   
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Hymn 111 This Is My Father’s World  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 

https://rpcdickson.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/worshipservice-25majestichymnslower-25-thisismyfathers.mp3

